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Hereditary hemolytic anemia (HHA) is known to be rare in Korea, due to its ethnic characteristics or 

its difficulties in diagnosis. RBC disorder Working party of KSH have made lot of efforts on revealing 

status and epidemiology of HHA in Korea, which lead to set a proper public health policy. And we also 

tried to settle guidelines on diagnosis of HHA for clinicians easy to reach in clinics. According to 

recent studies, its epidemiology has been changed over decades by several reasons. Epidemiologic 

study which the RBC disorder Working party of KSH reported on 2019 revealed that thalassemia trait 

has been increased over recent 10 years may be due to increase of international marriage. And the 

effect of increased diagnosis of enzymopathies owe to advances in diagnostic techniques also 

contributed to the changes in epidemiology in Korea. We also expect that the epidemiology would 

change because Korea has become Super-aging society, and many public policies to overcome the 

problems of low-birth and super-aging society will eventually affect epidemiology of Korea. We also 

expect the widespread of use of molecular genetic studies in diagnosis of HHA. RBC disorder working 

party had proposed multi-gene panels for Korean patients who suspect HHA, which are available as 

Next generation sequencing. We have encouraged to use this panel for patients whose diagnosis are not 

sure or ambiguous. We expect if the cost of the NGS go down for the sake for technical development, 

or changes in insurance coverage, the rate of diagnosis will be more increase. In this lecture, I’ll 

introduce the studies on epidemiologic studies and molecular diagnosis of HHA conducted in Korea, 

and future studies of RBC disorder working party. 

 

 


